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in the light of the work required to attain them. The extreme differences 
in the prescribed requirements for a given degree show in a striking manner 
the variety of standards existing in American colleges and universities. The 
report also emphasizes the problem of nomenclature of degrees. This is 
illustrated by the fact that the four-year curricula in the fifty-six schools or 
colleges of education lead to at least six different degrees, all signif)?ing a 
similar course of study. The bulletin is worth careful study by all school 
administrators. 



An elementary textbook in American history . — The companion volume to 
The History of the American People, by Bagley and Beard, has appeared as the 
first book' of a series of texts in the field of elementary American history. 
The volume is complete in itself although it is the first of a series, and it 
embodies much material not found in the traditional texts in this field. 

Histories for the intermediate grades have usually followed the plan 
either of condensing a more advanced book into briefer form or of casting 
the history in the form of a series of biographies. This book, written for 
children at or about the fifth-grade level, exemplifies a wholesome tendency 
in another direction. Three devices were used in writing the text. First, 
the authors attached a simple unifying problem or project to the characters 
and events of each chapter. The projects collectively form an outUne of the 
chief features of American history. The second device used by the authors 
was to employ the biographical method freely without permitting it to restrict 
the narrative to a chronicle of the lives of men alone, or to obscure the larger 
movements of American history. In the third place, the authors give a 
connected account of the rise and growth of the American people by using 
sufficient narrative to accomplish the desired result. 

In the matter of organization, nearly one-third of the book is devoted 
to the past half-century, while one finds all of the chapters to be of co-ordinate 
rank. Under pedagogical aids are included exercises and problems for further 
study and reference. Constant reference is made to the bold outline of Amer- 
ican history which, when coupled with a simple discussion, emphasizing a few 
large topics encourages positive and systematic classroom procedure. 



New civics text. — ^The obvious trend of educational adjustments of recent 
years has been toward making the school contribute to the preparation of the 
child for adequately fxmctioning in social activities. With the increase in 
numbers and the highly complex kind of social life resulting therefrom, it 
has become more and more evident that no educational process would be 
complete which did not succeed in developing abilities to understand and 
participate in all of those multifarious activities whose effective discharge 
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